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Murder Stories engages with the current theoretical debate in death penalty research on the role of cultural
commitments to ‘American’ ideologies in the retention of capital punishment. The central aim of the study is
to illuminate the elusive yet powerful role of ideology in legal discourses. Through analyzing the content and
processes of death penalty narratives, this research illuminates the covert life of ‘the American Creed,’ (a
nexus of ideologies—liberty, egalitarianism, individualism, populism, and laissez faire—said to be unique to
the United States) in the law.
Murder Stories draws on the entire record of California death sentence resulting trials from three large and
diverse California counties for the years 1996 – 2004, as well as interviews with 26 capital caseworkers
(attorneys, judges, and investigators) from the same counties. Employing the theoretical framework proposed
by Ewick and Silbey (1995) to study hegemonic and subversive narratives, and also the ethnographic
approach advocated by Amsterdam and Hertz (1992) to study the producers and processes of constructing
legal narratives, this book traces the ideological content carried within the stories told by everyday
practitioners of capital punishment by investigating the content, process, and ideological implications of
these narratives.
The central theoretical finding is that the narratives constructed by both prosecutors and defenders tend to
instantiate rather than subvert the ideological tenets of the American Creed.
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From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Murder
Stories: Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Charles Hager:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Murder Stories:
Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Timothy Bullock:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Murder Stories:
Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Murder Stories: Ideological
Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice)is one of several books which everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Armando Morris:

The reserve with title Murder Stories: Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and
Justice) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind
of book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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