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Francis Reid’s highly enjoyable memoir Hearing the Light delves deeply into the theatricality of the
industry. The author’s almost fanatical interest in opera, his formative period as lighting designer at
Glyndebourne and his experiences as a theatre administrator, writer and teacher make for a broad and unique
background and an equally wide-ranging story of the technical side of theatre across the second half of the
twentieth century. At the core of the book is the story of the extensive post-1950 development in stage
lighting as an art form supported by new technologies.
Hearing the Light is not just the story of one man’s career; it is also packed full of stories and anecdotes
familiar to anyone having worked in theatre, and it will certainly bring more than a few knowing chuckles to
the reader. Francis Reid has an excellent archive, and the book includes many colour reproductions of
original production playbills dating back to the ’60s and ’70s as well as production photos and images of the
author at work. His story includes a sabbatical from the theatre whilst enjoying a boating break on the
Norfolk Broads, although Francis the author was still at work and wrote a piece for Practical Boat Owner on
low cost ‘waste’ pumps!
The second in ETP’s biographical series, Hearing the Light is a fine accompaniment to Fred Bentham’s Sixty
Years of Light Work. Indeed there are many similarities as both authors have shared some similar
experiences, including product development work for Strand Lighting.
This book is not a teaching tool in the way that Reid’s Stage Lighting Handbook and similar titles are,
although the reader will certainly pick up some useful tips; it is a very enjoyable adventure through the
technological advances of theatre and gives an insight into the life of a dedicated ‘theatric tourist’
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage ended up
being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The publication Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage is not only giving
you far more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Hearing the Light 50
Years Backstage. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Homer Douglas:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage,
you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Jimmy Stone:

This Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Richard Moultrie:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Hearing
the Light 50 Years Backstage.
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