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The French Indo-China War of 1946-54 was one of the longest and bloodiest conflicts of the twentieth
century. The French had attempted to reinstate their colonial rule over the region after World War II, but by
1953 it was obvious that they were slowly losing the war to the Viet-Minh, supported by Communist China.
In late 1953 the French High Command decided to occupy the valley of Dien Bien Phu in northwestern
Vietnam.

Dien Bien Phu became the site of the most decisive battle of the French Indo-China War. Indeed, the
outcome at Dien Bien Phu set the stage for America's military involvement in Vietnam a decade later. Yet
despite its importance, there is still uncertainty about why the French chose to make a stand at a place that, in
hindsight, involved such risks.

In The Undetected Enemy, John Nordell examines that question by telling the full story of the strategic,
tactical, logistical, and intelligence considerations that underlay the French decision. This book also gives
close attention to the reaction of the Eisenhower administration to the Dien Bien Phu operation, an important
part of the story that, until now, has been overlooked. Historians have preferred to focus on the climactic
siege of Dien Bien Phu in the spring of 1954, when the issue of U.S. intervention hung in the balance. The
Undetected Enemy looks at the period preceding the battle for the valley, when U.S. officials, including the
president, responded with optimism or, even worse, indifference to the French operations.

Using war memoirs and archived documents only recently declassified, the author weaves a compelling
narrative of rapidly unfolding developments during the buildup to the siege. For military enthusiasts and
historians, this story, written from the perspective of the participants themselves, answers the decades-old
question, "Pourquoi Dien Bien Phu?"
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From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Undetected Enemy: French and American Miscalculations
at Dien Bien Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University Military History Series). You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Undetected
Enemy: French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University Military
History Series). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Rodney Wilson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Undetected Enemy:
French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University Military History
Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Tracy Painter:

This book untitled The Undetected Enemy: French and American Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953
(Texas A & M University Military History Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind
of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Eugene Meunier:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Undetected Enemy: French and American
Miscalculations at Dien Bien Phu, 1953 (Texas A & M University Military History Series) can be excellent



book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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