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Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka offers a new perspective on contemporary debates
about Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism in Sri Lanka. In this book de Silva Wijeyeratne argues forcefully that
‘Sinhalese Buddhism’ in the period prior to its engagement with the British colonial State signified a
relatively unbounded (although at times boundary forming) set of practices that facilitated both the inclusion
and exclusion of non-‘Buddhist’ concepts and people within a particular cosmological frame. Juxtaposing
the premodern against the backdrop of colonial modernity, de Silva Wijeyeratne tells us that in contrast
modern 'Sinhalese Buddhism/nationalism' is a much more reified and bounded concept, one imagined
through a 19th century epistemology whose purpose was not so much inclusion, but a much more radical
exclusion of non-‘Buddhist’ ideas and people.

In this insightful analysis modern Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism, then, emerges through the conjunction of
discourse, power and knowledge at a distinct moment in the trajectory of the colonial State. An intrinsic
feature of this modernist moment is that premodern categories (such as the cosmic order) were subject to a
bureaucratic re-valuation that generated profound consequences for State-society relations and the wider
constitutional/legal imaginary. This book goes onto explore how key constitutional and nation-building
moments were framed within the cultural milieu of modern Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism – a nationalism
that reveals the power of a re-valued Buddhist cosmic order to still inform the present.

Given the intensification of the Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist project following the defeat of the Tamil
Tigers in 2009, this book is of interest to scholars of nationalism, South Asian studies, the anthropology of
ritual, and comparative legal history.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Thrush:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Nation,
Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Curt Hall:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri
Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Barstow:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia
Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable
all of you.

Anthony Martin:

You can get this Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia
Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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