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Is Confucianism a religion? If so, why do most Chinese think it isn't? From ancient Confucian temples, to
nineteenth-century archives, to the testimony of people interviewed by the author throughout China over a
period of more than a decade, this book traces the birth and growth of the idea of Confucianism as a world
religion.

The book begins at Oxford, in the late nineteenth century, when Friedrich Max Müller and James Legge
classified Confucianism as a world religion in the new discourse of "world religions" and the emerging
discipline of comparative religion. Anna Sun shows how that decisive moment continues to influence the
understanding of Confucianism in the contemporary world, not only in the West but also in China, where the
politics of Confucianism has become important to the present regime in a time of transition. Contested
histories of Confucianism are vital signs of social and political change.

Sun also examines the revival of Confucianism in contemporary China and the social significance of the
ritual practice of Confucian temples. While the Chinese government turns to Confucianism to justify its
political agenda, Confucian activists have started a movement to turn Confucianism into a religion.
Confucianism as a world religion might have begun as a scholarly construction, but are we witnessing its
transformation into a social and political reality?

With historical analysis, extensive research, and thoughtful reflection, Confucianism as a World Religion
will engage all those interested in religion and global politics at the beginning of the Chinese century.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Confucianism as a World Religion:
Contested Histories and Contemporary Realities is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dorothy Jaramillo:

The book untitled Confucianism as a World Religion: Contested Histories and Contemporary Realities
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Katrina Roberts:

Beside this particular Confucianism as a World Religion: Contested Histories and Contemporary Realities in
your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Confucianism as a World Religion: Contested Histories and
Contemporary Realities because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Ralph McClure:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Confucianism as a World Religion: Contested
Histories and Contemporary Realities.
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