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Barack Obama’s historic 2008 campaign exposed many white Americans more than ever before to a black
individual who defied negative stereotypes. While Obama' s politics divided voters, Americans uniformly
perceived Obama as highly successful, intelligent, and charismatic. What effect, if any, did the innumerable
images of Obama and his family have on racial attitudes among whites? In The Obama Effect, Seth K.
Goldman and Diana C. Mutz uncover persuasive evidence that white racial prejudice toward blacks
significantly declined during the Obama campaign. Their innovative research rigorously examines how racial
attitudes form, and whether they can be changed for the better.

The Obama Effect draws from a survey of 20,000 people, whom the authors interviewed up to five times
over the course of ayear. This panel survey sets the volume apart from most research on racial attitudes.
From the summer of 2008 through Obama’ s inauguration in 2009, there was a gradual but clear trend toward
lower levels of white prejudice against blacks. Goldman and Mutz argue that these changes occurred largely
without peopl€’'s conscious awareness. Instead, as Obama became increasingly prominent in the media, he
emerged as an “exemplar” that countered negative stereotypesin the minds of white Americans.
Unfortunately, this change in attitudes did not last. By 2010, racia prejudice among whites had largely
returned to pre-2008 levels. Mutz and Goldman argue that news coverage of Obama declined substantially
after his election, allowing other, more negative images of African Americansto re-emerge in the media. The
Obama Effect arrives at two key conclusions: Racial attitudes can change even within relatively short periods
of time, and how African Americans are portrayed in the mass media affects how they change.

While Obama's election did not usher in a*“ post-racial America,” The Obama Effect provides hopeful
evidence that racia attitudes can—and, for atime, did—improve during Obama’s campaign. Engaging and
thorough, this volume offers a new understanding of the relationship between the mass media and racial
attitudesin America.
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From reader reviews:
Amy Cason:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Obama
Effect: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial Attitudes? Maybe it isto be best activity for you.

Y ou know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Brad Marcum:

The guide with title The Obama Effect: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial Attitudes has alot
of information that you can understand it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Kathy Woodward:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Obama Effect: How the 2008 Campaign
Changed White Racial Attitudes as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Obama Effect: How the 2008 Campaign Changed White Racial
Attitudes to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Marisa Carney:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Obama Effect: How the 2008 Campaign Changed
White Racial Attitudesto make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up abook and learn it. Beside that the guide The Obama Effect: How the 2008 Campaign Changed
White Racial Attitudes can to be anewly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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