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Essay from the year 2010 in the subject History Europe - Other Countries - Modern Times, Absolutism,
Industrialization, grade: A, University CEU San Pablo Madrid, language: English, abstract: While we are
generaly eager to recognize the importance of medicine and medical discourse in the contemporary world, it
is not always easy to connect the history of medicine with the study of anti-Semitism. Indeed, this topic has
received relatively little attention from scholars. However, | will argue that a closer look at the anti-Semitic
elements of medical discourse is an important and promising enterprise. If we examine the most notorious
manifestation of modern anti-Semitism, the Shoah, we can easily see that it was at |east partially prepared
and justified by the authority of medical science. In contemporary post-modern world, academics and
laymen alike often question the objectivity of science and its ability to coherently explain the world, but for
the late 19th and early 20th century Europeans Science was perhaps the highest authority and the main
reference point. Accordingly, when the genocide of the Jews was justified scientifically, it became much
more difficult to resist it. The focus of this paper is on the same region where the Nazi genocide was planned
and carried out (Central Europe) and on the German-language medical discourse (German being arguably the
most important language for European scientific discourse for along period). However, | will concentrate on
the period that preceded the Nazi rule (Iate 19th and early 20th centuries) —and for some reasons. As
scholars struggle to comprehend the horrific design of the Holocaust, they come to the understanding that it
isimpossible to explain the Nazi genocide without looking at the rise and developments of modern anti-
Semitism in Wilhelmine Germany (even though it is absolutely necessary to differentiate between the two).
This approach was implemented by Shulamit VVolkov in her attempt to distinguish “the written matter” and
“the spoken word” as well as by some medical history scholars dealing with continuity/discontinuity debate.
Accordingly, in this paper | will look at fin-de-siecle German-language medical discourse to locate and
analyze anti-Semitic sentiments and critique of Jewish health that were often inherent in it. In particular, | am
interested why (and how) various alleged pathologies of Jewish health were associated with modernity and
capitalist economy. Additionally, | want to trace the influence that fin-de-siécle medical anti-Semitism had in
the later period.
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From reader reviews:
Ashley Mansfield:

The book Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-
Siécle Medical Discourse can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave a very important thing like abook Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish
Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siécle Medical Discourse? A few of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you could share al of these. Book Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathol ogies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic
Elements of Fin-De-Siécle Medical Discourse has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Mikel Davis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will prabably update themselves by looking at books. It isa good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Modernity, Capitalism
and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siécle Medical Discourse is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Kevin Caputo:

This Maodernity, Capitalism and the Pathol ogies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siecle
Medical Discourseis great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
else dways deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have wholeinfo init. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of
Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siécle Medical Discoursein your hand like keeping the
world inyour arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer
you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So, thisis good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Hattie Godfrey:

This Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siécle
Medical Discourse is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your



hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having little digest in reading this Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathol ogies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic
Elements of Fin-De-Siecle Medical Discourse can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereis no in reading a e-book especialy this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't missthe ideal Just read
this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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