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Yemen, tucked into the southwestern corner of the Arabian Peninsula, has often escaped regional and
international attention. And yet its history illuminates some of the most important issues at play in the
modern Middle East: from Cold War rivalries to the growth of Islamic extremism in the 1990s, and from the
rise of ‘Al-Qa‘ida in the Arabian Peninsula’ (AQAP) in the post-9/11 period to Obama-era drone strikes. Uzi
Rabi looks at this country and its economic and political history through the prism of state failure. He
examines Yemen’s trajectory from revolutions and civil war in the 1960s to unification in the 1990s and on
to the 2011 uprisings which eventually saw the fall from power of Ali Abdallah Salih in 2012.

Covering the twentieth-century history of Yemen from traditional society to a melting-pot of revolutions
accompanied by foreign intervention, Uzi Rabi’s book offers an analysis of a state that is failing, both in
terms of day-to-day functioning, and in terms of offering its citizens a modicum of security. Rabi covers the
initial rulers of the country, Imam Yahya and his descendents, who ruled Yemen until 1962. But with the
growing influence of Gamal Abd al-Nasser’s vision of Arab nationalism, and the defeat the British and their
allies in November 1967, the way was paved for the formation of South Yemen: the only declared Marxist
regime in the Arab world. Rabi tracks the turbulent political history of the two Yemens, in particular South
Yemen, which between 1967 and 1986 saw five presidents come and go, three of whom were ousted by
violent means. But with unification came a new set of problems concerning poverty, terrorism and
corruption. Rabi’s analysis of the political beginnings, rule and eventual downfall of Salih are key to
understanding all of these, and how they have contributed to Yemen’s current explosive condition.

Drawing extensively on Arabic sources, many of which are not available in the English language, Rabi offers
important analysis on the volatility of the state in Yemen. Based on freshly examined materials, this book is
a vital reference of any examination of the country’s twentieth-century history and its impact on the current
unstable situation in the wider Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War and Unification (Library of Modern
Middle East Studies). Try to make book Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War and Unification (Library of Modern
Middle East Studies) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joseph Williams:

Here thing why this Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War and Unification (Library of Modern Middle East
Studies) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War and
Unification (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Yemen:: Revolution, Civil
War and Unification (Library of Modern Middle East Studies). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War
and Unification (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) in e-book can be your substitute.

Margaret Velasquez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War and Unification (Library of Modern Middle East Studies).

Ralph Pettie:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Yemen:: Revolution, Civil War and
Unification (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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