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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 2,0, University of Heidelberg (Anglistisches Seminar), course: PS II "The Post-
War American Counter Culture", language: English, abstract: As soon as rap music had proven to be
something more than a short lived youth phenomenon it began to be acknowledged as an American counter-
culture - maybe because of the often controversial lyrics, maybe because of the socio-cultural background of
the participants. This paper raises the question if American rap music can be seen as standing in the tradition
of the Beat Generation, an artistic and ideological movement that is treated as the foundation of the term
Counter Culture as it will be used in the further progress.

The definition of this term is based on three texts: “The Culture of Spontaneity” by Daniel Belgrad, “The
White Negroe” by Norman Mailer and “The Philosophy of the Beat Generation” by Jack Kerouac. These
works have in common that they are all concerned with the phenomenon of the American Counter-Culture in
general and with the Beat Generation in particular - be it from Kerouac's personal point of view, from a
contemporary one like Mailer's, or from the scholarly perspective of Belgrad. They each deal with different
aspects of this movement and in this give a broad definition of it, including ideological as well as formal
points.

These individual notions are then used to construct a basis for a comparison. They are compared to
respective aspects in rap music, with no special regard to decades, geographic focal points or stylistic
tendencies. The rap culture is rather seen as an entity, the different artists as manifestations of its ideas. This
means that the personal views and works of rap musicians are as important as their common denominator
and are treated likewise. Yet there needs to be a distinction between those rap artists that create in
accordance to the original ideas of Hip Hop and those who compromised on their musical integrity, whether
due to the taste of the main stream or to artistic misleadings. The term 'Counter Culture' itself proves to be
very helpful here, for it already implies that the followers of this movement oppose the 'Culture' of the
mainstream and can therefore not be part of it, like the latter group of rap artists is.

Finally, the aim of this paper is to trace the similarities of the two movements, but also to highlight the
differences - the reasons why rap Music should not be considered as part of the American Counter-Culture,
as a new Beat Generation.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need this kind of The New Beat Generation - Rapmusic in the Tradition of
the American Counter Culture to read.

Judith Carter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The New Beat Generation -
Rapmusic in the Tradition of the American Counter Culture is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Robert Carroll:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
New Beat Generation - Rapmusic in the Tradition of the American Counter Culture your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The New Beat Generation - Rapmusic in the Tradition of the
American Counter Culture giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Nathan Strong:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be The New Beat Generation - Rapmusic in the Tradition of the
American Counter Culture. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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