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This marvelously evocative book by Stephen Johnson, Gerald Haslam, and Robert Dawson—all natives of
the Great Central Valley of California—isthe first to explore in detail the rich natural and social history of
the state's agricultural heartland.

Gerald Haslam's text celebrates the tenacious people of the Valley, where hard work and ingenuity are the
means to both survival and success. Thisis land that giveslittle but yields, under pressure, to creative
experiments with unusual crops. Stephen Johnson's and Robert Dawson's stunning photographs reveal the
immense beauty of the region as well as the delicate relationship between the land and the people who work
it.

The Central Valley is California's economic hub as well asits physical center. A plain some 430 mileslong
and up to 75 miles wide, surrounded by mountains and covering nearly fifteen million acres—about the size
of England—this valley has become the richest farming region in the world. More than 25 percent of the
table food produced in the U.S. is grown here. Its southernmost county, Kern, produces more oil than some
OPEC countries.

TheValey isasrichin peopleasit isin resources. Tagalog, Hmong, Spanish, English, Cantonese, Russian,
Italian—all are spoken here. The population of farm laborers, small family farms, powerful agribusinesses,
and, increasingly, urban professionals make the region's economic disparities as palpable asiits cultural
diversity.

The Valley has also produced a wealth of writers—Maxine Hong Kingston from Stockton, Richard
Rodriguez and Joan Didion from Sacramento, Gary Soto from Fresno, anong others—as well as the award-
winning El Teatro Campesino (The Farmworkers Theater).

But the Valley isimperiled. The past 150 years of massive agricultural expansion and population growth
have systematically destroyed much of the area’s original wildlife, and the "plain of magjestic oaks" seen by
early travelers has vanished. The region is also plagued by a host of critical issues: chemical pollution, soil
erosion, water politics, the treatment of minorities, economic inequities, farm foreclosures. Johnson's and
Dawson's photographs—which are complemented by engravings by Thomas Moran, paintings by Albert
Bierstadt and William Hahn, and photographs by Carleton Watkins, Dorothea Lange, and Russell Lee,
among others—bring home to us, as only visual images can, that it is up to us to safeguard the future of this
endangered valley, to conserve its extraordinary human and natural wealth, and to try to reclaim some of its
lost grandeur.
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From reader reviews:
ChrisHernandez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhile is reading.
Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Great Central Valley:
Cdlifornias Heartland (A Centennial Book) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Hazel Freese:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Great Central Valley:
Cdlifornias Heartland (A Centennial Book) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kelly Breedlove:

That book can make you to fed relax. This specific book The Great Central Valley: Caifornia's Heartland
(A Centennial Book) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book
The Great Central Valley: Californias Heartland (A Centennial Book) has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Eric Green:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring aswell as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Great Central Valley: California's Heartland (A Centennial Book) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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