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A Shropshire Lad is a collection of sixty-three poems by the English poet Alfred Edward Housman. Some of
the better-known poems in the book are “To an Athlete Dying Young”, “Loveliest of Trees, the Cherry
Now”, “The Lent Lily” and “When I Was One-and-Twenty”.
 
The collection was published in 1896. Housman originally titled the book The Poems of Terence Hearsay,
referring to a character there, but changed the title at the suggestion of his publisher.
 
A Shropshire Lad was first published in 1896 at Housman’s own expense after several publishers had turned
it down. His colleagues and students were surprised by the emotional depth and vulnerability it revealed in
an apparently distant and self-contained man. At first the book sold slowly, but during the Second Boer War
(1899–1902), Housman’s nostalgic description of rural life and young men’s early deaths struck a chord with
English readers and the book became a best-seller. Its popularity increased during World War I. Arthur
Somervell and other composers were inspired by the folksong-like simplicity of the poems, and the most
famous musical settings are by George Butterworth (Six Songs from A Shropshire Lad and Bredon Hill and
Other Songs) and Ralph Vaughan Williams (On Wenlock Edge), with others by Ivor Gurney, John Ireland
and Ernest John Moeran.
 
Housman was surprised by the success of A Shropshire Lad, thinking that its deep pessimism and obsession
with death, without the consolations of religion, would not appeal to a Victorian audience. The poems are set
in a half-imaginary pastoral Shropshire, “the land of lost content”, and Housman wrote most of them before
visiting the county. He described the transience of love and youth in simple, unadorned language that many
critics of the time thought old-fashioned. Housman himself acknowledged the influence of the songs of
William Shakespeare, the Scottish Border ballads and Heinrich Heine, but specifically denied any influence
of Greek and Latin classics in his poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The A
Shropshire Lad is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Samantha Peay:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. A Shropshire Lad can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.

Debra Davis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular A Shropshire Lad can give you
a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Shropshire Lad.

Catherine Taylor:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book A Shropshire Lad we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life at this book A Shropshire Lad. You can more appealing than now.
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