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The inside story of how a three-year old filly captured the hearts of racing fans and cemented her bid to be
named Horse of the Year.

When Rachel Alexandra thundered to a stylish win against the boys in the 2009 Preakness Stakes, her
connections came to the 141st Saratoga Race Course meeting wanting more than just another victory. They
wanted Horse of the Year.

Her jockey, Calvin Borel, pointed triumphantly to the three-year-old filly beneath him. Rachel Alexandra
was the best horse he had ever ridden and it was his job to ensure that she and her connections didn’t leave
Saratoga Springs without a victory.

Hall of Fame trainer and gruff New Yorker Nick Zito felt he could slay the queen. He’d take his shots with
two rival horses, Da’ Tara and Cool Coal Man, because, as he well knew, you can’t win if you don’t play.

New York Racing Association president and CEO Charlie Hayward knew that Rachel Alexandra could run
elsewhere and didn’t have to come to Saratoga. The pressure was on him to keep this talented and magnetic
filly on his property, but how far could he go without compromising his values?

Then there were the other horses at the meet: the Zito-trained Commentator, eight years old and looking for
one last try in the Whitney Handicap; Kentucky Derby–winner Mine That Bird, aiming to reclaim his glory
if he could only stay healthy; and Summer Bird, the Belmont Stakes winner, who demanded respect.

Everyone was in the twilight of their careers. What would be their legacies? How would they be
remembered?

Never before has the famous racing season at Saratoga been illustrated through these threads, in real time. As
we follow the jockey, the trainer, and the executive, we come to understand how they, and so many other
racing fans and professionals, were drawn to the magnetism of one special horse, Rachel Alexandra.

All of this happens in six weeks, all at Saratoga.

Brendan O’Meara is a freelance writer who has written on racing and sports for the Saratogian, Paulick
Report, and Horse Race Insider. He lives in Saratoga Springs.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

The book Six Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-Year-Old Filly Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became
Horse of the Year (Excelsior Editions) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Six Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-
Year-Old Filly Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became Horse of the Year (Excelsior Editions) being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide Six
Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-Year-Old Filly Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became Horse of the
Year (Excelsior Editions). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kenneth Hill:

The guide untitled Six Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-Year-Old Filly Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and
Became Horse of the Year (Excelsior Editions) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Six Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-Year-Old Filly Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became
Horse of the Year (Excelsior Editions) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jerry Sonnier:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
deal with may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Six Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-Year-Old Filly
Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became Horse of the Year (Excelsior Editions) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Marion Richey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Six Weeks in Saratoga: How Three-Year-Old Filly Rachel
Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became Horse of the Year (Excelsior Editions) or even others sources were



given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Six Weeks in Saratoga:
How Three-Year-Old Filly Rachel Alexandra Beat the Boys and Became Horse of the Year (Excelsior
Editions) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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