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Reconstructing the literary and philosophical reaction to Adam Smith's dictum that man is a labouring
animal above and before all else, this study explores the many ways in which Romantic writers presented
idle contemplation as the central activity in human life. By contrasting the British response to Smith's
political economy with that of contemporary German Idealists, Richard Adelman also uses this consideration
of the importance of idleness to Romantic aesthetics to chart the development of a distinctly British idealism
in the last decades of the eighteenth century. Exploring the work of Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, Friedrich
Schiller, William Cowper, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Mary Wollstonecraft and many of their contemporaries,
this study pinpoints a debate over human activity and capability taking place between 1750 and 1830, and
considers its social and political consequences for the cultural theory of the early nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

This Idleness, Contemplation and the Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism) tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Idleness,
Contemplation and the Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism) can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Idleness,
Contemplation and the Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism) giving you an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joshua McIntosh:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Idleness,
Contemplation and the Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism), you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Thomas Hill:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Idleness, Contemplation and the Aesthetic,
1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Idleness, Contemplation and the Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism) as
good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Wendy Fuller:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Idleness, Contemplation and the Aesthetic, 1750-1830 (Cambridge Studies in Romanticism)
when you essential it?
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