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Horse racing in America dates back to the colonial era when street races were a common occurrence. The
commercialization of horse racing produced a sport that would briefly surpass all others in popularity, with
annual races such as the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Belmont Stakes growing to rank among America’s
most celebrated sporting events. From the very onset, horse racing and gambling were intertwined. As the
popularity of racing and betting grew, so, too, did the controversies and corruption. Yet, despite the best
efforts of social reformers, bookmakers stubbornly plied their trade, adapting and evolving as horse racing
gave way to team sports as the backbone of their business.

In Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History, Arne K. Lang provides a sweeping overview of
legal and illegal sports and race betting in the United States, from the first thoroughbred meet at Saratoga in
1863 through the modern day. The cultural war between bookmakers and their adversaries is a recurring
theme, as bookmakers were often forced into the shadows during times of social reform, only to bloom anew
when the time was ripe. While much of bookmaking’s history takes place in New York, other locales such as
Chicago, Las Vegas, and Atlantic City—not to mention Cyberspace—are also discussed in this volume.

A comprehensive exploration of the evolution of bookmaking—including the legal developments and
technological advancements that have taken place over the years—Sports Betting and Bookmaking is a
fascinating read. This informative and engaging book will be of interest to anyone wanting to learn more
about America’s long history with gambling on horse racing and team sports.
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From reader reviews:

Kay Young:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American
History as the daily resource information.

Alice Black:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American
History, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Edith Macklin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American
History or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides
are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.

Allen Grimm:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History when you necessary it?
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