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At the turn of the nineteenth century—when most food in America was bland and brown and few people
appreciated the economic potential of then-exotic foods—David Fairchild convinced the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to finance overseas explorations to find and bring back foreign cultivars. Fairchild traveled to
remote corners of the globe, searching for fruits, vegetables, and grains that could find a new home in
American fields and in the American diet.

In Fruits of Eden, Amanda Harris vividly recounts the exploits of Fairchild and his small band of adventurers
and botanists as they traversed distant lands—Algeria, Baghdad, Cape Town, Hong Kong, Java, and
Zanzibar—to return with new and exciting flavors. Their expeditions led to a renaissance not only at the
dinner table but also in horticulture, providing diversity of crops for farmers across the country.

Not everyone was supportive, however. The scientific community was concerned with invasive species, and
World War I fanned the flames of xenophobia in Washington. Adversaries who believed Fairchild’s
discoveries would contaminate the purity of native crops eventually shut down his program, but his legacy
lives on in today’s modern kitchen, where navel oranges, Meyer lemons, honeydew melons, soybeans, and
durum wheat are now standard.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

This Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters can bring if you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Fruits
of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Willard Edwards:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and
America's Plant Hunters is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Douglas Anderson:

The guide with title Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Janet Thaxton:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's
Plant Hunters was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Fruits of Eden: David
Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading this.
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