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An important center of dancehall reggae performance, sound clashes are contests between rival sound
systems: groups of emcees, tune selectors, and sound engineers. In World Clash 1999, held in Brooklyn,
Mighty Crown, a Japanese sound system and the only non-Jamaican competitor, stunned the international
dancehall community by winning the event. In 2002, the Japanese dancer Junko Kudo became the first non-
Jamaican to win Jamaica’s National Dancehall Queen Contest. High-profile victories such as these affirmed
and invigorated Japan’s enthusiasm for dancehall reggae. In Babylon East, the anthropologist Marvin D.
Sterling traces the history of the Japanese embrace of dancehall reggae and other elements of Jamaican
culture, including Rastafari, roots reggae, and dub music.

Sterling provides a nuanced ethnographic analysis of the ways that many Japanese involved in reggae as
musicians and dancers, and those deeply engaged with Rastafari as a spiritual practice, seek to reimagine
their lives through Jamaican culture. He considers Japanese performances and representations of Jamaican
culture in clubs, competitions, and festivals; on websites; and in song lyrics, music videos, reggae
magazines, travel writing, and fiction. He illuminates issues of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and class as
he discusses topics ranging from the cultural capital that Japanese dancehall artists amass by immersing
themselves in dancehall culture in Jamaica, New York, and England, to the use of Rastafari as a means of
critiquing class difference, consumerism, and the colonial pasts of the West and Japan. Encompassing the
reactions of Jamaica’s artists to Japanese appropriations of Jamaican culture, as well as the relative positions
of Jamaica and Japan in the world economy, Babylon East is a rare ethnographic account of Afro-Asian
cultural exchange and global discourses of blackness beyond the African diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Babylon East: Performing
Dancehall, Roots Reggae, and Rastafari in Japan (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Veronica Lopez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Babylon East: Performing Dancehall, Roots Reggae,
and Rastafari in Japan (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) as your daily resource information.

Kayla France:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-
book. The book Babylon East: Performing Dancehall, Roots Reggae, and Rastafari in Japan (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book possesses high quality.

Bradley Cox:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Babylon East: Performing Dancehall, Roots Reggae, and Rastafari in
Japan (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern



era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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