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Who are the people of the Ryukyu Islands? How could they survive and prosper on small, isolated islands?
How did the independent Ryukyu Kingdom become a major player in East Asian medieval trade?

Ancient Ryukyu explores 30,000 years of human occupation in the Ryukyu Islands, from the earliest human
presence in the region up to A.D. 1609 and the emergence of the Ryukyu Kingdom. It focuses on the unique
geopolitical position of the islands, their environment, and the many human communities whose historical
activities can be discerned. Drawing on the impressive work of dozens of local archaeologists who have
brought the islands’ early history to life, Richard Pearson describes explorers and sojourners and colonists
who arrived thousands of years ago, and their ancient trade links to Japan, Korea, and China. Through a case
study focused on the medieval castles and palaces of the Ryukyu Kingdom, he demonstrates the vigorous
trade taking place in East Asia before the arrival of the Europeans in the sixteenth century A.D. He also
shows how archaeologists have sought to reconstruct monuments on Okinawa Island that were obliterated in
the Battle of Okinawa in 1945.

Through analysis of work completed at about 120 sites described in dozens of rare Japanese government
reports with limited circulation, Pearson is able to show that many modern features of the culture, politics,
and economy of the Ryukyu Islands have very deep roots. The book concludes with a discussion of aspects
of Ryukyu archaeology that are significant for world archaeology and the archaeology of islands. Ancient
Ryukyu offers an up-to-date treatment of an unusually long span of human history in the Ryukyu Islands and
will become the definitive work in English on the pre-modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Typically the book Ancient Ryukyu: An Archaeological Study of Island Communities will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Ancient Ryukyu: An
Archaeological Study of Island Communities is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carlos Vickers:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be examine. Ancient Ryukyu: An Archaeological Study of Island Communities can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Margaret Garcia:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Ancient Ryukyu: An
Archaeological Study of Island Communities is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Valeria May:

You may get this Ancient Ryukyu: An Archaeological Study of Island Communities by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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