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At the renowned, international literary conference hosted by Villa Gillet and Le Monde, organizers asked
more than seventy prominent authors to choose a word that opens a door to their work. Their musings,
collected here for the first time, offer an extraordinary portrait of writing and reading from the novelist's
perspective. Organized alphabetically by keyword, the anthology is filled with intriguing, amusing, and often
surprising insight, essential to an intimate understanding of literature.

Through these personal "passwords," authors articulate the function of language, character, plot, and
structure. Throughout the process, they reveal their relationship to the elements of story. Jonathan Lethem
discusses the necessity of "furniture" in the novel. A. S. Byatt describes the power of the narrative web.
Colum McCann details the benefits of anonymity. Daniel Mendelsohn expounds on the unknowable, or what
the author should or should not impart to the reader. Etgar Keret explains the importance of balagan, a
Hebrew word meaning "total chaos," and Annie Proulx clarifies terroir, which embodies the complexities of
time, place, geography, weather, and climate. Other participants include Rick Moody on adumbrated,
Upamanyu Chatterjee on the bildungsroman, Enrique Vila-Matas on discipline, Adam Thirwell on hedonism,
Nuruddin Farah on identities, Andre Brink on the heretic, and Péter Esterhazy on the power and potential of
words, words, words.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Novelist's
Lexicon: Writers on the Words That Define Their Work is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Jessica Keith:

This The Novelist's Lexicon: Writers on the Words That Define Their Work usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Novelist's Lexicon: Writers on
the Words That Define Their Work can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Novelist's Lexicon: Writers on the Words That Define
Their Work giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gregory Kile:

Often the book The Novelist's Lexicon: Writers on the Words That Define Their Work will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Novelist's Lexicon: Writers
on the Words That Define Their Work is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mildred Kershner:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Novelist's Lexicon: Writers on the Words That Define Their Work when you essential
it?
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