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The tremendous universal appeal of Terry McMillan's Waiting to Exhale took the book world by storm. With
her third novel finally earning her the recognition and respect she richly deserved, Terry McMillan followed
up with How Stella Got Her Groove Back, which continued to attract new and loyal fans from all walks of
life. In this critical work Richards places these inspirational works, as well as McMillan's earlier writings, in
their deserved cultural and literary context. Richards offers an insightful analysis of McMillan's narrative
technique, which, while having roots in the blues aesthetic, has created a voice that sings out to readers
across the lines of sex and race. McMillan's stories are inhabited by strong, dynamic African American
women, yet these characters have universal lessons of life and love to share with all readers who appreciate
good fiction.

A richly drawn biographical chapter examines the life of McMillan and the influences her own personal
experiences have exerted on her writings. In the following chapter, Richards discusses McMillan's place in
the literary tradition in which such writers as Zora Neale Hurston paved the way and inspired McMillan to
write realistic, yet humorous accounts of the African American romantic experience. Richards devotes a
chapter to each of McMillan's first four novels; Mama (1987), Disappearing ActS&Lt;/i> (1989), Waiting to
Exhale (1992), and How Stella Got Her Groove Back (1996). She discusses each novel in terms of plot,
narrative style, character development, thematic issues, historical and cultural context, and alternative critical
perspective. The comprehensive bibliography, including a list of reviews and index, covers the movie
adaptations as well as the books.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Terry McMillan: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book Terry McMillan: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Trejo:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Terry McMillan: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation
Terry McMillan: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) as good
book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joshua McIntosh:

Beside this kind of Terry McMillan: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Terry McMillan: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Andrew McConnell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we



know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Terry McMillan: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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