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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,0, University of Freiburg (English Department), course: The Syntax and Semantics of the English
Verb Phrase, 13 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The term ‘ergativity’ is used to
describe a grammatical pattern in which there is a formal parallel between the object of a transitive clause
and the subject of an intransitive clause. The subject of the transitive clause, however, is treated differently.
Dixon, in his standard survey of ergativity, uses the following symbols for these three elements: S =
intransitive subject, A = transitive subject, and O = transitive object (1994:6). Initially, the term ‘ergativity’
was only associated with case marking on constituents of a noun phrase. Manning summarises this as
folllows: “The more patient-like argument of a transitive verb appears in the same absolutive case as the
single argument of an intransitive verb, while the more agent-like argument of a transitive verb is marked
differently, in what is known as the ergative case” (1996 : 3). Thus, ergativity is the counterpiece to
accusativity, where one case is employed for the intransitive (S) and the transitive subject (A) (nominative)
and another case marks the transitive object (O) (accusative).
The term ‘ergativity’ derives from the Greek words ergon ‘work, deed’ and ergát?s ‘doer (of an action)’
(Bussmann 1996 : 151) and thus relates to the active – the “more agent-like” – member of the pair involved
in a transitive structure. Dixon states that the first use of this term was in 1912 in a study on the Dagestanian
language Rutul (1994 : 3).
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From reader reviews:

Mario Rice:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Ergativity and causativity ended up being making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-
book Ergativity and causativity is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Ergativity and causativity. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Kathleen Bosarge:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Ergativity and causativity.

Donald Mobley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ergativity and causativity, you may
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Betty Dansby:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Ergativity and causativity to make your
current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Ergativity and causativity can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of this time.
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