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As Charles Frazier's novel Cold Mountain dramatized, dissenters from the Confederacy lived in mortal
danger across the South. In scattered pockets from the Carolinas to the frontier in Texas, some men clung to
a belief in the Union or an unwillingness to preserve the slaveholding Confederacy, and they died at the
hands of their own neighbors. Brush Men and Vigilantes tells the story of how dissent, fear, and economics
developed into mob violence in a corner of Texas—the Sulphur Forks river valley northeast of Dallas.

Authors David Pickering and Judy Falls have combed through court records, newspapers, letters, and other
primary sources and collected extended-family lore to relate the details of how vigilantes captured and killed
more than a dozen men. The authors' story begins before the Civil War, as they describe the particular social
and economic conditions that gave rise to tension and violence during the war. Unlike most other parts of
Texas, the Sulphur Forks river valley had a significant population of Upper Southerners, some of whom
spoke out against secession, objected to enlisting in the Confederate army, or associated with "Union men."
For some of them, safety meant disappearing into the tangled brush thickets of the region. Routed from the
thicket or gone to ground there, dissenters faced death. Betrayed by links to a well-known Union guerrilla
from the Sulphur Forks area, more men of the area were captured, tried in mock courts, and hanged. Other
men met their death by sniper fire or private execution, as in the case of brush man Frank Chamblee, who for
years eluded his enemies by clever tricks but was finally gunned down after the war, reportedly by one of the
area's most prominent men.

Anyone with an interest in the new history of the Civil War or Texas should find much to digest in this
compelling book, whose authors Richard B. McCaslin congratulates for taking their place "in the ranks of
Texas' literary reconstructionists."
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From reader reviews:

Lizzie Chandler:

The book Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Brush Men
and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Commerce) for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a e-book Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Shaun Richards:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Brush Men
and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Commerce) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce)is a single of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Razo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in
Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) why because
the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Sandra Forester:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil



War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce)
is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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