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Western civilization has always driven toward mastering the world through reason, will, craft, and scientific
objectivity. Yet beneath this current swirls a riptide that suggests we can know more of the world through
non-rational means - through spontaneity, intuition, and creativity. In A Taste For Chaos, literary scholar
Randy Fertel explores this undercurrent of spontaneity in literature and identifies a new metagenre called
improvisation - texts that claim to have been written without effort or craft, like an idea that hits you in the
shower. Whether the authors claim to have written them in a dream, instinctively, off the top of their head, or
when drunk, they have done so, so they claim, without effort, and their work is the more valuable because of
it. While self-styled spontaneous texts claim to be unlike anything we have ever seen before, they actually
abound across genres and time, from the epic sung poetry of classical Greece to 21st century novels. A Taste
for Chaos, presents a methodology for talking about spontaneity, and then applies that methodology to
landmark texts. Fertel explores the complex nature of the spontaneous gesture; identifies the stylistic
conventions, themes, and rhetorical features of improvisations; and explores the archetype of spontaneity
throughout history from philosophy and psychology to chaos science, jazz, conceptual art, post-modernism,
and finally Hermes - the god of crossing boundaries, of improvisation, who graces the book's cover. Fertel
then provides a fresh approach to major texts of the Western tradition by analyzing them through the lens of
improvisation: Milton's Paradise Lost, Sterne's Tristram Shandy, Wordsworth's Tintern Abbey, Tennyson's
Idylls of the King, Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, Jung's Red Book, Joyce's Ulysses, Mann's Dr. Faustus,
and finally, McEwan's Saturday. Woven throughout these improvisations, demonstrates Fertel, is the lesson
that we can ultimately know more of the world by accepting the limits of reason, and opening up rationality
to more of life.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Taste for
Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get before. The Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation giving you one more experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Amanda Haskin:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary
Improvisation is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

David Barr:

This Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary
Improvisation can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.

Patrick Reyes:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Taste for Chaos: The Art of Literary Improvisation can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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