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It is manifest in developing countries around the world that the “shock” therapy administered to their
economies by the neoliberal model of structural adjustment has failed, leaving much social and economic
destruction in its wake. In Latin America this failure has led to a resurgence of interest in alternative models,
some of them deploying various versions of socialism, as in Bolivia, Chile, and Venezuela, which has given
rise to talk about the new “pink tide” enveloping the region. In this comparative study of four economies that
have been making a transition to the market from their orthodox socialist pasts, Laura Enríquez focuses our
attention on the plight of the small farmer in particular and on the importance of this sector for the overall
socioeconomic success of the transition.

Through this comparison, we see the similarities between Nicaragua and Russia in their rapid retreat from
socialism and their adoption of reforms that have placed small agriculture, especially that focused on food
crops, at a distinct disadvantage relative to export-oriented production. By contrast, Cuba has been more like
China in adopting aspects of market reform while emphasizing small-scale cooperative and private farming
in an effort to achieve food self-sufficiency.

Drawing insights from Karl Polanyi’s study of the social and economic effects of the expansion of market
relations in the nineteenth century, Enríquez highlights the role of the state in each of these countries in
driving change in a certain direction: toward de-emphasis of small-scale farming and the eventual assumed
demise of the peasantry in Nicaragua and Russia, which has led to countermovements of peasants struggling
to survive, and toward the reconfirmation of the value of small farming in contributing to balanced economic
development in Cuba and China.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Reactions to the Market: Small Farmers in the Economic Reshaping of Nicaragua, Cuba,
Russia, and China (Rural Studies).

William Gilbert:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Reactions to the Market:
Small Farmers in the Economic Reshaping of Nicaragua, Cuba, Russia, and China (Rural Studies) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Daphne Shew:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Reactions to the Market: Small Farmers in the Economic Reshaping of Nicaragua,
Cuba, Russia, and China (Rural Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Meredith Butler:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Reactions to the Market: Small Farmers in the
Economic Reshaping of Nicaragua, Cuba, Russia, and China (Rural Studies) or maybe others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to



increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Reactions to
the Market: Small Farmers in the Economic Reshaping of Nicaragua, Cuba, Russia, and China (Rural
Studies) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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