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This book investigates the influence of Epicurean physics on the argument developed in Machiavelli’s
Discourses on Livy. Towards this end, the full philosophical history and origins of atomist philosophy are
investigated during the first three chapters. Plato’s critique of the atomist philosophy, from his dialogue the
Parmenides, is a part of that investigation. In fact, Plato provides a refutation of the atomist philosophy in the
Parmenides. A significant amount of scholarship has been accomplished that demonstrates the currents of
Lucretian atomism in Machiavelli’s Florence. Evidence is supplied as to Machiavelli’s exposure to the
Lucretian text, and the book then proceeds to investigate the transformational arguments of the Discourses
On Livy itself. Machiavelli’s Discourses are saturated with terminology that is borrowed from physics:
‘materia’ (Matter), ‘corpo’ (body), ‘forma’ (form), ‘accidente’ (accident). English translators have usually
employed some theory as to which tradition of physics Machiavelli is relying upon, in order to conduct their
translations. By borrowing the terminology of Lucretian physics, Machiavelli becomes able to conceive of
the people in a political society as something less than human: as ‘matter’ or materia without form. In my
analysis of Machiavelli’s deployment of the concepts from Lucretian physics, it is attempted to unveil the
brutality that is inherent in Machiavelli’s new definitions of the elements of politics, and the general hostility
of his political science to the Aristotelian concept of the human being as political animal. The classical
physics of Aristotle, which Machiavelli has rejected for a model, indicates the forward looking momentum of
natural beings. For Aristotle, nature intends human political society as the arena for human fulfillment. In
Aristotelian physics, nature aims at an end in generation, i.e. at a culmination of the natural being in its
proper condition of excellence. For human beings, this is justice, the quality of relationships that makes
happiness possible. In Machiavelli, a new politicized physics is revealed. In Machiavelli’s model, the human
beings of formed matter are repeatedly sent, through new institutions and methods of government, ‘back to
their beginnings’, i.e. to a condition of isolation, destitution, injury, and pain. The last chapter of the book
concludes with an examination of the particular institutions and methods that Machiavelli holds out to us for
employment, if his new vision of a republic is to be realized.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Machiavelli and
Epicureanism: An Investigation into the Origins of Early Modern Political Thought.

Elliott Townsend:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Machiavelli and Epicureanism: An
Investigation into the Origins of Early Modern Political Thought can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Edna Spalding:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Machiavelli and Epicureanism: An Investigation into the Origins of
Early Modern Political Thought can make you feel more interested to read.

Edward Carroll:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Machiavelli and Epicureanism: An Investigation into the Origins of Early Modern Political Thought
when you necessary it?
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