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Hindu Ritual at the Margins explores Hindu forms of ritual activity in a variety of “marginal” contexts. The
contributors collectively examine ritual practices in diaspora; across gender, ethnic, social, and political
groups; in film, text, and art; in settings where ritual itself or direct discussion of ritual is absent; in contexts
that create new opportunities for traditionally marginalized participants or challenge the received tradition;
and via theoretical perspectives that have been undervalued in the academy.

In the first of three sections, contributors explore the ways in which Hindu ritual performed in Indian
contexts intersects with historical, contextual, and social change. They examine the changing significance
and understanding of particular deities, the identity and agency of ritual actors, and the instrumentality of
ritual in new media. Essays in the second section examine ritual practices outside of India, focusing on
evolving ritual claims to authority in mixed cultures (such as Malaysia), the reshaping of gender dynamics of
ritual at an American temple, and the democratic reshaping of ritual forms in Canadian Hindu communities.
The final section considers the implications for ritual studies of the efficacy of bodily acts divorced from
intention, contemporary spiritual practice as opposed to religious-bound ritual, and the notion of dharma.

Based on a conference on Hindu ritual held in 2006 at the University of Pittsburgh, Hindu Ritual at the
Margins seeks to elucidate the ways ritual actors come to shape ritual practices or conceptions pertaining to
ritual and how studying ritual in marginal contexts—at points of dynamic tension—requires scholars to
reshape their understanding of ritual activity.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

The book untitled Hindu Ritual at the Margins: Innovations, Transformations, Reconsiderations (Studies in
Comparative Religion) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Hindu Ritual at the
Margins: Innovations, Transformations, Reconsiderations (Studies in Comparative Religion) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Rick Maldonado:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Hindu Ritual at the Margins: Innovations, Transformations,
Reconsiderations (Studies in Comparative Religion) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Cassandra Rosas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Hindu Ritual at the Margins: Innovations, Transformations, Reconsiderations (Studies in
Comparative Religion) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

Robert Jones:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hindu Ritual at the Margins: Innovations,
Transformations, Reconsiderations (Studies in Comparative Religion) can be the respond to, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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