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The question of how to constrain states that commit severe abuses against their own citizens is as persistent
as it is vexing. States are imperfect political forms that in theory possess both a monopoly on coercive power
and final jurisdictional authority over their territory. These twin elements of sovereignty and authority can be
used by state leaders and political representatives in ways that stray significantly from the interests of
citizens. In the most extreme cases, when citizens become inconvenient obstacles in the pursuit of the self-
serving ambitions of their leaders, state power turns against them. Genocide, torture, displacement, and rape
are often the means of choice by which the inconvenient are made to suffer or vanish.

In Divided Sovereignty, Carmen Pavel explores new institutional solutions to this abiding problem. She
argues that coercive international institutions can stop these abuses and act as an insurance scheme against
the possibility of states failing to fulfill their most basic sovereign responsibilities. She thus challenges the
longstanding assumption that collective grants of authority from the citizens of a state should be made
exclusively for institutions within the borders of that state. Despite worries that international institutions such
as the International Criminal Court could undermine domestic democratic control, citizens can divide
sovereign authority between state and international institutions consistent with their right of democratic self-
governance. Pavel defends universal, principled limits on state authority based on jus cogens norms, a
special category of norms in international law that prohibit violations of basic human rights. Against
skeptics, she argues that many of the challenges of building an additional layer of institutions can be met if
we pay attention to the conditions of institutional success, which require experimentation with different
institutional forms, limitations on the scope of authority for coercive international institutions, and an
appreciation of the limits of existing knowledge on institutional design.

Thoughtfully conceived and forcefully argued, Divided Sovereignty will challenge what we think we know
about the relationship between international institutions and the pursuit of the fundamental requirements of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

This Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of
State Authority without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority
can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits
of State Authority having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

William Watts:

Beside this specific Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and
the Limits of State Authority because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Alberto Alvarez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits
of State Authority. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Carlos Tabor:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely



choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Divided Sovereignty: International Institutions and the Limits of State Authority. You can more desirable
than now.
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