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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book, Stephen Van Evera frames
five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a
first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay
one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions-false optimism-rarely occur today, but policymakers
often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many
modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases.
Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van
Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for
international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
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From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

The book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of
Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Erich Arnold:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Causes of War:
Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Causes of War: Power and the Roots
of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Jose Laney:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Tammie Torres:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Causes of War: Power and the Roots
of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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