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In this powerful book, David B. Edwards traces the lives of three recent Afghan leaders in Afghanistan's
history--Nur Muhammad Taraki, Samiullah Safi, and Qazi Amin Waqad--to explain how the promise of
progress and prosperity that animated Afghanistan in the 1960s crumbled and became the present tragedy of
discord, destruction, and despair. Before Taliban builds on the foundation that Edwards laid in his previous
book, Heroes of the Age, in which he examines the lives of three significant figures of the late nineteenth
century--a tribal khan, a Muslim saint, and a prince who became king of the newly created state.

In the mid twentieth century, Afghans believed their nation could be a model of economic and social
development that would inspire the world. Instead, political conflict, foreign invasion, and civil war have left
the country impoverished and politically dysfunctional. Each of the men Edwards profiles were engaged in
the political struggles of the country's recent history. They hoped to see Afghanistan become a more just and
democratic nation. But their visions for their country were radically different, and in the end, all three failed
and were killed or exiled. Now, Afghanistan is associated with international terrorism, drug trafficking, and
repression. Before Taliban tells these men's stories and provides a thorough analysis of why their dreams for
a progressive nation lie in ruins while the Taliban has succeeded. In Edwards's able hands, this culturally
informed biography provides a mesmerizing and revealing look into the social and cultural contexts of
political change.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Before Taliban: Genealogies of the
Afghan Jihad will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Lois Jennings:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Before Taliban: Genealogies of the Afghan
Jihad book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Colleen Nguyen:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Before Taliban: Genealogies of the Afghan Jihad, you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Stacey Williams:

Exactly why? Because this Before Taliban: Genealogies of the Afghan Jihad is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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