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Does contemporary Internet technology strengthen civic engagement and democratic practice? The recent
surge in online community participation has become a cultural phenomenon enmeshed in ongoing debates
about the health of American civil society. But observations about online communities often concentrate on
ascertaining the true nature of community and democracy, typically rehearsing familiar communitarian and
liberal perspectives. This book seeks to understand the technology on its own terms, focusing on how the
technological and organizational configurations of online communities frame our contemporary beliefs and
assumptions about community and the individual. It analyzes key structural features of thirty award-winning
online community websites to show that while the values of individual autonomy, egalitarianism, and
freedom of speech dominate the discursive content of these communities, the practical realities of online life
are clearly marked by exclusivity and the demands of commercialization and corporate surveillance.
Promises of social empowerment are framed within consumer and therapeutic frameworks that undermine
their democratic efficacy. As a result, online communities fail to revolutionize the civic landscape because
they create cultures of membership that epitomize the commodification of community and public life
altogether.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Virtual Communities: Bowling Alone, Online Together (Digital
Formations).

Luann Bowen:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually Virtual Communities: Bowling Alone, Online Together (Digital Formations).

Maria Swensen:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Virtual Communities: Bowling Alone,
Online Together (Digital Formations) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Randy Champion:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Virtual Communities:
Bowling Alone, Online Together (Digital Formations).
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