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Examines the educational programs American Indians developed to preserve their cultural and ethnic
identity, improve their livelihood, and serve the needs of their youth in Chicago.

After World War II, American Indians began relocating to urban areas in large numbers, in search of
employment. Partly influenced by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, this migration from rural reservations to
metropolitan centers presented both challenges and opportunities. This history examines the educational
programs American Indians developed in Chicago and gives particular attention to how the American Indian
community chose its own distinct path within and outside of the larger American Indian self-determination
movement. In what John J. Laukaitis terms community self-determination, American Indians in Chicago
demonstrated considerable agency as they developed their own programs and worked within already existent
institutions. The community-based initiatives included youth programs at the American Indian Center and St.
Augustine’s Center for American Indians, the Native American Committee’s Adult Learning Center, Little
Big Horn High School, O-Wai-Ya-Wa Elementary School, Native American Educational Services College,
and the Institute for Native American Development at Truman College. Community Self-Determination
presents the first major examination of these initiatives and programs and provides an understanding of how
education functioned as a form of activism for Chicago’s American Indian community.

“John Laukaitis has produced an important book on the role of education in the Chicago American Indian
community. His meticulous research in a wide array of manuscript collections and extensive oral interviews
clearly convey to readers that he knows the city, knows the places, and knows the people.” — Daniel M.
Cobb, author of Native Activism in Cold War America: The Struggle for Sovereignty

John J. Laukaitis is Assistant Professor of Education at North Park University.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Pierce:

The book Community Self-Determination: American Indian Education in Chicago, 1952-2006 (SUNY
series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Community Self-
Determination: American Indian Education in Chicago, 1952-2006 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical
Studies in American Indian Nation Building)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Community Self-Determination: American Indian Education in Chicago, 1952-2006 (SUNY series,
Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Marla Fiske:

This book untitled Community Self-Determination: American Indian Education in Chicago, 1952-2006
(SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Jean McCallum:

Exactly why? Because this Community Self-Determination: American Indian Education in Chicago, 1952-
2006 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jean Gonzales:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short



time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be study. Community
Self-Determination: American Indian Education in Chicago, 1952-2006 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds:
Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) can be your answer since it can be read by a person
who have those short time problems.
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